[image: ][image: ]Fleas, Fleas, & More Fleas!
Fleas can be seen from March until the first big freeze
August-November  Prime Flea Season
We recommend that all cats and dogs be on a preventative all year long
Prevention is the Key
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Flea Preventatives:
· Vectra (FVAH recommended, prescription only)
· For dogs & cats- Monthly topical application that protects against fleas, ticks, mosquitos, sand flies, and biting & sucking lice
· Seresto collar (FVAH recommended!)
· For dogs & cats- Collar that is worn up to 8 months that protects against fleas and ticks
· Credelio (FVAH recommended, prescription only)
· For dogs- Monthly oral chewable that protects against fleas and ticks
· Bravecto (FVAH recommended, prescription only)
· Chewable oral tablet for dogs given every 12 weeks (3 months!) that protects against fleas and ticks. There’s a topical version available for cats that also lasts for 12 weeks.
· Revolution (FVAH recommended, prescription only)	
· For dogs & cats- Monthly topical application that protects against fleas and heartworm disease. For cats, Revolution also treats & controls hookworms, roundworms, and ear mites. 
· Advantix
· For dogs- Monthly topical application that protects against & repels fleas, ticks, mosquitoes, chewing flies and chewing lice.
· Parastar
· For dogs- Monthly topical application that kills fleas, ticks, mites, and chewing lice.
· Sentinel (prescription only)
· For dogs- Monthly flavored tablet that controls flea populations, adult hookworms, removes and controls roundworms/whipworms and is also a heartworm preventative. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33181375]If one pet in your house has fleas- every pet will have fleas. Treat ALL pets consecutively for 4 months in order to kill all life stages of fleas.
NEVER apply topical dog products or give oral dog products to cats as they can be fatal
Does your pet have fleas?
· 1st signs of fleas:
· Frequent scratching
· Biting and chewing at its coat
· Excessive grooming (cats)
· Seeing the fleas on the pet
· Fleas tend to hang out around the tail-head area, on the underbelly around the inguinal area, and around the head/ears/neck
· Flea Dirt
· Flea dirt is flea feces, which is digested blood
· Appears as pepper-like flecks
· Can perform the flea dirt test to diagnose that the pet has fleas, even if fleas are not found on the pet
· Flea dirt test  scratch tail-head area on pet onto moistened paper towel, the flea dirt will dissolve into “blood” (rusty-red color)

What fleas can do to our pets
· Excessive scratching/licking/chewing can cause hot spots and/or hair loss
· See the veterinarian, will need medication to treat
· Fleas can cause anemia
· The pet will have pale gums
· Serious infestation
· Fleas can transfer tapeworms
· Can transfer the tapeworms (Dipylidium caninum) when the flea is ingested by the pet
· Adult tapeworms live in the GI tract of the pet
· Will see proglottids (“rice”) in the stool  fecal exam  medication to treat tapeworms
· Flea Allergic Dermatitis (FAD)
· Severe hypersensitivity to flea saliva proteins
· All it takes is ONE bite to set off the allergic reaction
· Signs:
· [image: ]Severe itching
· Patchy bald spots
· Skin excoriation/ self-mutilation
· Very inflamed skin (very pink/red)


Where can you find, or run into fleas?
· 
· Anywhere outside your home, even your yard!
· Anywhere inside your home!
· Fleas are great jumpers!
· Fleas have very powerful rear hind legs, they were designed to jump.
· This is how fleas get around, infest other animals, or even jump onto us!




The life cycle of a fleaAdult fleas that you see on your pet is only 5% of the population! 
The other 95% are in your house (carpet, furniture, bedding, etc.)
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Controlling Fleas
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Treat the pet (and all other pets in the house) for 4 months consecutively
· Products listed above
2. Treat your yard
· Major source of the initial flea infestation	

3. Treat your home
· Major source of animal re-infestation
	
How to Get Rid of Fleas in Your Home
The fleas you see on your pet only make up 5% of the total flea population in your home. Flea eggs and larvae hide deep in the fibers of your carpeting, furniture and even your pet's bed. Cleaning your home is a very important step to eradicating a flea problem. 
· Vacuum all floors and baseboards every other day until the flea infestation is gone (up to one month). Throw away the bag OUTSIDE each time you vacuum. If you throw the bag away in the garbage can inside your house the fleas will jump out.  Flea pupae will hatch inside the bag from the vibrations your vacuum causes. 
· Sweep & mop tile or wood flooring. Since fleas love dark places, they can live in your baseboards as well.
· Wash your pet's bedding, toys, your bed linen, etc. in HOT SOAPY WATER every week for at least one month, or until you are sure the infestation is over - Fleas love to nest in the same place your pet does to keep feeding on him or her. Don't just take the cover off of your pet's bed, since fleas can be hiding in the stuffing as well.  For heavy flea infestations, it's best to destroy and discard all pet bedding.
· If you have any cats- empty ALL litterboxes completely and wash them every week until the flea infestation is gone (up to one month).
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